
 

 

 

 

 

My Political Positions 

By Anthony Haslage 

 

  

The following document highlights my views on local, national and global 
politics.  As I do anticipate non-politically inclined individuals to read this 
document, and I welcome it, I will try to explain my views in both some 

depth and in layman terms.  I will make periodic updates as needed. 
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Notice* 
      It is important to note that with some of the topics that I cover, I 

may be morally against the particular acts involved.  For example, I 

am morally against drug use and prostitution as they both have the 

habit of spreading diseases, amongst causing many other economic 

and social issues.  However, I also know that if we take steps to curb 

or control such issues, that we can reduce, if not eliminate, the 

negative aspects while benefitting society at the same time.  You will 

find an asterisk next to each topic header for where I hold some form 

of moral objection. 

Political Affiliation 
      I am a centrist who is not religiously inclined in any way.  If we 

have to rank me amongst the major political parties, I am in the 

center.  Within the major political parties there are two key areas of 

concern, those that are fiscal in nature and those that are social in 

nature.  Fiscally, I am mainly conservative, a trait that is typically 
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known to be Republican in nature.  Socially, I am mainly liberal, a trait 

that is typically known to be Democratic in nature.  Initially, I was 

onboard with the concept of the Modern Whig Party, but its novelty 

could not live up to my expectations.  That is because I have come to 

realize that many of the other parties will never fully accept me. 

If someone is a Democrat, they are typically labeled as a liberal 

and if someone is a Republican, they are typically labeled as a 

conservative.  Thus, being a liberal makes someone lean to the left 

and being a conservative makes someone lean to the right.  It is a lot 

of confusing buzz words that seem like that they are easily corrected 

with the appropriate footwear or structural support. 

Within the Democrat and Republican parties is a scale.  I 

sometimes have a hard time figuring out the difference between party 

hardliners and soft-liners.  I guess being either a hard or soft-liner is 

better than being an extremist in either party as that can be politically 

limiting.  The point is how flexible someone is with the specific issues.  

The more flexible someone is on certain issues, the softer they are 

considered to be.  Being a moderate is a term that is internal to a 

specific party and falls between hard and soft-liners.  Do not confuse 

my being a centrist with being a moderate. 

 In simpler terms, Republicans are typically known to be 

conservative because they are more inclined to follow religious 

doctrine.  Democrats are considered liberal because they adhere less 

strictly to any specific belief system.  There is also a spending and 

taxation component where it is typically believed that liberals tax and 

spend more while conservatives prefer cutting back to the essentials.  

For me, I am strictly aligned with the issues and believe in the original 

intent of the Constitution.  I have no issues with working with anyone 

of a different political affiliation and if I must, am very capable of 

reaching agreements through negotiation and compromise. 

 On a side note, if anyone wants a better understanding of the 

original intent of the Constitution, read the Federalist Papers. 

The Constitution 
 The Constitution is to our government as the Bible is to a 

significant number of citizens in the United States.  Both of the 
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documents are rules in which it is suggested that we live by.  Over 

time, we do adapt these documents accordingly as they are centuries 

old and cannot account for all scenarios.  When you hear that the 

Constitution is a living document, it means that it does periodically get 

updated with the times.  But then how far do we strictly adhere to the 

Constitution or when do we adapt it?  Do we assume the intent of the 

founding fathers was purely based on their era or do we evolve 

accordingly?  Also, how much do we allow or disallow when we amend 

it?  Do we take baby steps or can we make sweeping changes? 

Ending slavery, allowing women and minorities to vote were 

positive adaptations to the Constitution.  As we have seen, the 

banning of the consumption of alcohol was probably not the best 

adaptation as it did not last very long.  But sometimes rather than 

adaptations, modifications are done.  Citizens can still have guns, but 

not automatic ones made after 1986.  In every case, the adaptation or 

modification is supposedly meant to improve the lives of the citizenry.  

However, there are just some issues that the federal government 

should relegate to state governments.  In any case, we are at least 

given the right to vote on constitutional changes. 

Do not give away your right to choose who represents you.  You 

can fire the people that disappoint you by not voting for them.  You 

cannot fire someone who is appointed. 

Abortion 
 I believe that women have the right to decide what to do with 

their own body.  They can believe in either pro-life or pro-choice and 

no one else has the right to decide for them. 

Adoption 
 I believe that be they single or married, heterosexual or 

homosexual, black or white, religious or non-secular, anyone who can 

provide for a child in a safe and secure environment should be allowed 

to adopt. 

Automatic Enrollment 
 I believe that there should be a system in place that once a 

citizen reaches the age of 18 years, they are automatically registered 

as a nonparty voter, put into the queue to serve jury duty and enrolled 
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into Selective Service.  They will not be required to vote and they 

might never be called to serve jury duty or in the military. 

 
Campaign & Election Reform 
 Candidates should never send out correspondence with a 

message that says that by not responding there is an agreement to 

allow the committee to place a campaign sign in someone’s yard.  It 

has happened to me a few times and I usually do not find the 

correspondence until after the sign is in my yard.  I do not appreciate 

it and I cannot image that many others do either.  It is an assumption 

of belief that we may not have in a specific candidate or issue. 

 Another issue is when candidates place campaign signage in the 

yards of vacant homes.  There are three problems with doing that.  

First, the home owner must give permission for a campaign sign to be 

placed in a yard.  Second, most home owners and realtors will simply 

not give permission for any candidate to place campaign signage in the 

yard of a house for sale as it may turn away potential buyers with 

different political views.  Finally, the simple abuse of using a vacant 

home’s yard to place campaign signage may upset the neighboring 

home owners. 

 If a business or organization of any type is receiving government 

aid, be it in the form of grants or loans, they should not be permitted 

to campaign for any candidate.  This includes both as part of the 

candidates election committee or as an independent political action 

committee (PAC).  Allowing businesses and organizations to do so is a 

conflict of interest.  However, it is not illegal, except in the case of 

organizations with a 501(c)3 tax status. 

Essentially, there are two ways to look at the possible conflicts of 

interest.  The first is if a business or organization campaigns for a 

politician that then gets elected into office.  In turn, the candidate is 

on a committee that awards the businesses or organization with a 

grant or loan.  The second way of looking at it is if a candidate is on a 

committee that awards a grant or loan to a business or organization 

and that business or organization decides to support the candidate’s 

campaign.  These both may appear to be forms of a bribe. 
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I do understand that it benefits some businesses and 

organizations to support candidates that they feel will help them and 

as I have pointed out, in return a reciprocal act may seem suspicious.  

It has been known to be done this way, vice versa and into perpetuity.  

The biggest problem is that businesses and organizations sought out 

money and instead of using it to support their specific agendas, they 

are using it to perpetuate unnecessary funding in the form of 

supporting the candidates that gave them the money in the first place.  

The second biggest problem is when candidates become blind to the 

businesses and organizations that they support and in turn continue to 

support them when either the business or organization’s purpose is no 

longer needed or when corruption occurs. 

The President of the United States should be elected by the 

popular vote, not an electoral college.  There should be free and fair 

access to media for all candidates.  Lobbying should be a transparent 

process.  Elections need to be held on occasions where all eligible 

individuals may vote, such as making election days a government 

holiday, having elections on the weekend or via the Internet. 

After each census, a temporary citizen-ran committee of nine 

needs to be created to redraw political districts.  The representatives 

of the committee should be chosen by their parties based upon the 

breakdown of voters registered to each party at the time of the most 

recent general election.  They cannot be active politicians, elected or 

campaigning.  For example, let us say that Ohio had 100,000 voters in 

the most recent general election, 36 percent were registered as 

Democrats, 36 percent were registered as Republicans, 18 percent 

were registered as Independent and 10 percent were registered as 

Reform.  The committee would be made up of four Democrats, four 

Republicans, two independents and one Reform member.  Outside 

political influences should not be permitted. 

County Board of Election officers should not also be officers of 

local political parties.  When a member of the board, the chairman or 

the director, who also happens to be an officer within a local political 

party, publicly makes a remark for or against any candidate or issue, 

they unfairly influence public perception beyond that of just party 

members.  As I have experienced, it creates a conflict of interest 
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between serving the best interest of the voting public and the party’s 

best interest.  The Board of Elections was organized as a means to 

show absolute fairness by representing each major political party 

equally.  Officers within the Board of Elections carry much more 

political clout amongst the citizenry than political party officers. 

The solution is simple.  Within each major political party create 

liaison positions purely as the means to select and place an individual 

within the Board of Elections.  Since these individuals would have no 

positional obligation within their party, they would be able to act in the 

best interest of all voters, no matter their party, while also ensuring 

that candidates and voters within their party are being fairly treated. 

Contraception 
 Unless reproduction is the goal, both parties should engage in 

measures to reduce the chance of unplanned pregnancy and the 

spread of diseases.  If this means discussing who is taking the 

appropriate contraceptive measures beforehand, have at it.  If there is 

no agreement on the possible end results, then the act should not 

occur. 

 For the sake of our population and the related resources that 

would be consumed if we did not, we should take preemptive 

measures to inform our citizenry about diseases and pregnancy before 

it is too late.  Obviously, I do not condone the forced feeding of the 

information.  We should make the resources available to access as 

needed.  There is a lot of research that confirms what Benjamin 

Franklin says about an ounce of prevention being worth a pound of 

cure.  Statistically, prevention costs seven times less than reaction and 

is often more effective. 

Courts & Law Enforcement 
 The (Judiciary) judge’s job is to interpret the law.  The police’s 

job is to enforce the law.  The (Legislative) Congress’ job is to create 

the laws.  The (Executive) President’s job is to enact the laws.  Checks 

and balances exist to prevent one group from performing the job of 

the other. 

The Constitution and our laws are important documents that 

need to be utilized as intended.  Legal decisions should be based on 
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the law and the purpose of law enforcement is to provide citizens a 

safe environment where their lives and property are protected. 

Daylight Saving Time 
 Abolish it, but keep us positioned in the Daylight Saving Time 

period every day of the year.  According to National Geographic, 50 

years of research has not conclusively proven positive energy results 

and serves to produce health problems caused by stress due to a lack 

of sleep. 

 On a related note, the additional sunlight earlier in the day 

benefits the economy.  Businesses, especially those that rely on 

outdoor activities, see an increased cash flow.  In addition, crime is 

also reduced as a result of fewer hours being closed during times of 

daylight when crime would typically occur. 

Economy 
 We live within a capitalistic system that enjoys a free-market 

economy.  It makes sense that there are some minimal business 

regulations that promote success within the markets.  This provides 

confidence in our economy amongst both consumers and businesses.  

I cannot agree with any regulation that places the government in 

control of any self-sustaining industry or that decides on which 

business prospers over another within the marketplace. 

Education 
 Parents and students should be empowered with the option of 

attending grade school in one of three methods: Public (charter or 

district), private (non-secular or religious) or home-schooled.  Those in 

public or private school who have a grade point average of 3.0 or 

above with the means to use a computer should be permitted to 

attend school via the Internet.  This means fewer physical school 

locations to support, be it entire campuses or classrooms.  That is a 

real cost savings. 

Educators should not be entirely to blame if a child is unable to 

succeed in school.  The increase in cases of learning disabilities and 

other contributing factors are frequently at fault.  In addition, some 

statistics have shown that smaller classroom sizes increase the 

chances of success for students as they would each get more 
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personalized attention from the educators.  Teachers should be paid 

based on merit. 

When speaking about tax money and school funding, citizens 

should only be supporting classroom activities during school hours and 

the bussing back and forth.  Students should pay for their own 

breakfasts and lunches.  If a student is eligible, they should receive 

meals at either a subsidized cost or free.  Extracurricular activities 

should be paid for by those who participate.  This includes the cost of 

using campus resources. 

In addition, our students need to be able to compete effectively 

in this global economy once they have complete school.  Students 

should have the choice of which school to attend and those schools 

need to have a strong emphasis in math and the sciences.  We need to 

maintain a world-class educational system from primary to secondary 

school as our children’s potential is critically important to our nation’s 

future. 

 Higher education private loans should have a rate of interest 

comparable to the mortgage market average.  Most of those that 

barrow for higher education have no credit rating in which to fairly 

base interest rates. 

Employment & Job Creation 
 The process for employment should be fair and equitable so that 

all people may partake in and benefit from a capitalistic economic 

system.  This can be done through the updating of our infrastructure, 

renegotiation free trade agreements to avoid outsourcing, offer 

financial incentives to businesses that grow within our nation, close tax 

loopholes that allow for international tax shelters, invest in alternative 

energy sources and improve our schools. 

Energy 
 We need to be energy independent and any feasible, economic 

and environmentally responsible approach is worth investigating.  Prior 

to the 1920s, California produced more than half of the world’s crude 

oil and before that it was Texas.  Currently, Alaska and along the Gulf 

Coast, there are significant oil reserves.  Nearly half of our nation gets 

its electricity from coal and the other half from nuclear and 

hydroelectricity. 
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 Some statistics show that our supply of crude oil reserves can 

last the nation upwards of 20 years.  With drilling, hydraulic fracturing 

and piping occurring all over our nation, we can easily sustain our 

energy needs inexpensively.  In the meantime, we would keep 

developing other methods of energy production.  It is predicted that by 

2016, that the cost of hybrid electric vehicles will be economically 

feasible.  It is also predicted that by 2021, that the cost of full electric 

vehicles will be economically feasible.  Right now, the high cost does 

not offset the savings. 

 When it comes to the issue of cap and trade legislation, there 

are two sides to the argument.  First, there is the pro argument on 

limiting emission output and selling any remaining allowance within 

that output limit as a profitable means.  The overall purpose is to limit 

pollution.  Second, there is the con argument that allowing businesses 

to exchange the output allowance could potentially endanger job 

creation and raises utility costs if a national energy tax is imposed.  If 

there is a happy medium, I would like to see it. 

Environment 
 The Great Lakes is our most significant natural resource, it and 

our natural wonders need to be protected and preserved.  The Great 

Lakes is our main source of fresh water.  Our parks are the only places 

that remain in some cities where trees exist.  We need trees to clean 

our air.  Clean energy sources and emission standards help us insure 

our future. 

Fair Pay 
 There is no reason why women and minorities should not be paid 

the same as a white male holding the same job with the same duties.  

However, I can understand that not everyone can perform the same 

duties of some jobs due to mental or physical limitations, thus it 

makes sense to create a tier system for positions within the same 

work structure and adjust pay accordingly based upon the duties that 

can be completed. 

If after being hired it is discovered that someone cannot perform 

the duties of the job, terminate their employment and hire someone 

else.  Offsetting the pay of women and minorities because someone 

thinks they will have to hire and train more often or because they 
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believe that the quality of work will be less than a white male is a 

sexist and racist position based upon very outdated stereotypes. 

Before women’s suffrage and desegregation, there was a 

concentrated effort to prevent women and minorities from being 

educated.  Women were predisposed to being housewives while 

minorities performed the menial tasks of jobs that white males did not 

want.  Since the 1960s, both women and minorities have had the 

freedom to obtain an education and as a result has moved passed the 

stereotypes.  We all must strive to treat everyone fairly, despite beliefs 

that may have been passed down to us over our lives. 

Gambling 
 There is a stigma that comes along with legalized gambling and 

that stigma is crime.  In and around 1960s, organized crime 

syndicates ran both legal and illegal gambling establishments.  Dirty 

backroom deals were made and debtors were brutally punished.  In 

the current era, regulation of gambling establishments is a lot tighter 

and the stigma of crime no longer exists.  There is no more crime at a 

casino than there is at a grocery store. 

Most states already engage in lotteries.  A number of states also 

allow for casinos and sweepstake establishments.  There is a lot of 

profit potential for the government and if crime does become an issue, 

effective management of taxable earnings can pay for additional law 

enforcement. 

Global Warming 
It exists…  Look as the icecaps and Antarctica melt.  Now, do I 

believe that it is the end all?  Nope.  I believe global warming to be a 

cyclical event.  It has its ebbs and flows and we can see in the planet’s 

history of great ice ages and thaws.  We just happen to be trending 

near the end of a thaw.  According to some archeologists, the Mayans 

predict that on December 21, 2012, we would begin heading towards 

the next ice age.  It will take a few thousand years to get there. 

I also believe that we have assisted in warming up the planet by 

the manufacture and release of various types of pollution.  Presidents 

since Ford have taken pre-emptive steps into curbing our production of 

pollution.  These steps include everything from catalytic converters on 

cars to getting rid of those old hairspray cans.  Just keep in mind that 
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the more pollution that we have in the air, the harder it becomes to 

breathe, the more the acidic the rain and the more severe our weather 

as it affects our weather patterns. 

When speaking of pollution, I am specifically pointing out carbon 

monoxide (CO), chlorofluorocarbons (CFC) and methane.  Most of the 

efforts to effectively reduce these and other harmful chemicals in our 

air, ground and water is fine with me.  If we would plant more trees, 

the effects of too much carbon dioxide (CO2) in our air could be 

averted. 

Government Intervention 
 The government should sit back, collect taxes and wait until they 

are needed.  In the meantime, they should interact as little as possible 

with the citizenry. 

Government Size 
 Reagan and Clinton (Gore to be more specific) had the right idea 

about keeping the government as small as possible.  This was because 

the government seemed to operate more efficiently as a result.  The 

government should reduce the redundancies, privatize where there is 

a market, have the states manage their own matters as they would 

better know what their citizenry desires and be transparent in most 

matters.  The government should act efficiently.  This means being 

cost effective, produce quality work and get it done in a timely 

manner. 

 Being efficient does not always mean being the smallest 

government possible.  While it seems counterintuitive, if adding 100 

more employees is more efficient than not, then it should be done.  

The government should do what it needs to serve its citizens’ best 

interests. 

Gun Control 
As we can see globally in relation to gun laws, nothing works 

perfectly.  Governments that either do or do not ban the sale of 

specific types of weapons have a mixed bag of results.  In Western 

Europe, weapons are generally banned and most of the police have 

clubs or tasers, rather than guns.  In addition, they do suffer from 

much more terroristic activity then we do.  However, we suffer from 

far more gun deaths overall. 
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In the Middle East, gun violence is much worse.  Most males in 

certain cultures are armed as soon as they reach puberty.  The 

argument about arming everyone making things safer for all need not 

apply.  A lot more people die in the Middle East from gun violence than 

here or Western Europe. 

In 1986, the United States passed a law to limit the production 

of automatic weapons to government entities.  Automatic weapons 

produced from 1986 and before may still be legally sold or traded.  

The purpose of the law was to make it much more difficult to legally 

obtain automatic weapons going into the future.  It also gives law 

enforcement and the military a weapons advantage over criminals and 

enemies of the state.  The simple definition of an automatic weapon is 

one where if the trigger is depressed and held, it can dispense an 

entire clip of ammunition. 

We could argue the intent of this nation’s founders when they 

wrote the Bill of Rights, but they could not predict the future.  Does 

really it matter if guns are automatic or not when it comes to gun 

violence?  Probably not, but I can only imagine that automatic 

weapons have a chance of increasing death rates purely by the speed 

of ammunition disbursement.  Then again, automatic weapons are also 

typically less accurate over a distance.  I do not hear as many 

automatic gun violence cases as I do semi-automatic or manual. 

The United States has a habit of trying for the happy medium, 

but we still see weapons of any type in the hands of criminals and 

people dying as a result.  All in all, until proven otherwise to be worse 

than the other options, I will go along with the current United States’ 

weapon policies. 

Now that terrorism is a real part of American lives, we should 

standardize gun sales nationally at some minimal level and leave it to 

the states to add further restrictions.  If that means that people will 

have to wait a few days to receive their guns, then so be it.  I 

understand that such actions may make it difficult for citizens to sell 

guns amongst themselves, but the old adage that a few rotten apples 

spoils the bunch applies here. 
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In the end, I think that someone who wishes to obtain a gun 

legally should complete criminal and psychological background checks 

as well as safety training.  Harsher punishments should be applied to 

those that obtained guns illegally.  I consider the safety training an 

additional layer of mitigation.  It is a means of reducing the chance of 

future mishaps, even further than just the background checks. 

Health Care 
 National healthcare needs to be a choice for our citizens.  It also 

needs to be low-cost and of the quality that our citizens deserve.  Do 

not penalize those who have no healthcare as they typically cannot 

afford it.  Do not force businesses into providing insurance unless the 

job is considered a risk to health.  If someone does not have insurance 

and seeks medical attention, they should be billed just like with 

anything else. 

 In addition, we need to eliminate medical lawsuit abuse.  There 

is no procedure that is 100 percent guaranteed to have best outcome 

all of the time.  We also need to make sure to maintain the privacy of 

patient records and protect the physician-patient privilege. 

 The goal of providing healthcare should be preventative.  

Research has shown that medical costs are less when illness can be 

deterred or detected early.  By penalizing people for utilizing 

healthcare, we lessen our chances of issuing preventative treatment. 

Immigration 
 Have a more efficient “green card” process that allows 

immigrants to live in the nation while they apply for citizenship 

provided that they are attending an educational institution or has 

employment.  As long as they can show proof of attending school or 

work, they should be able to take the citizenship test.  The process can 

be similar to how driver’s licenses or passports are issued. 

 For those not attending an educational institute or does not have 

employment, they should not be inside the nation’s boundaries unless 

they are a spouse, child or elderly parent of someone with a “green 

card.”  In which case, they should all be applying for citizenship.  For 

those outside the nation’s boundaries, they should apply for a “green 

card” to enter the nation and once inside, follow the aforementioned 

guidelines. 
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 Those found inside the nation’s boundaries illegally should be 

returned to their native nation as it is a lot less expensive than 

imprisoning them.  They should also be given the appropriate 

paperwork to get a “green card.”  Those deported due to criminal 

activities should be placed on the federal watch list and not be allowed 

to legally re-enter the nation or apply for citizenship. 

 When you consider building border walls as a means to prevent 

illegal immigration…  Architecturally, the walls would have to be sunk 

so deep and be built so thick that no one could dig below or into them 

easily or quietly.  Then consider the man hours just to patrol and 

maintain them.  The walls would then have to be regularly inspected 

and if the walls were built correctly, some very expensive machinery 

would need to be used just to make sure that no one is attempting to 

tunnel through the walls.  I do not think anyone could accurately 

predict the lifetime cost of such a wall system.  An efficient, cost-

effective immigration system seems to be a better alternative. 

Infrastructure 
 The government should either maintain or oversee vital systems 

needed to maintain public safety and health.  This means providing 

paved roads and sidewalks, effective electrical systems, adequate 

emergency services, effective sewage and water systems, waste 

disposal and basic methods of communication.  This does not mean 

providing cable television or wireless Internet to citizens. 

 In cases of a government shutdown, employees vital to maintain 

the operation of essential governmental functions, such as those 

mentioned above, should be able to receive “income” relative to the 

national average until the time the government resumes normal 

operation.  This “income” for possible government shutdowns should 

be a small percentage culled from governmental employee pay.  

International 
 We should not be occupying other countries.  It costs too much 

money to get involved in other nation’s affairs.  It is mainly why during 

the beginning of the twenty-first century our economy went from a 

fiscal surplus to trillions of dollars in debt.  I am not saying that if an 

ally is being attacked that we should not help, but we should not plan 

to stick around too long after the war is won. 
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 In a bad economy, we should effectively end international aid.  It 

is at this point that we should be focusing on our own nation.  We 

should encourage the international community to pick up our slack 

until we can resume offering assistance. 

Internet 
 The government is stuck between a rock and a hard place when 

it comes to the Internet.  The government must enforce the laws of 

the nation while at the same time trying not to invade personal rights 

or dissuade commerce.  The Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DCMA), 

the Stop Online Piracy Act (SOPA) and the Protect IP Act (PIPA) are 

meant as ways to protect businesses online by preventing the 

unauthorized use of intellectual property rights. 

The DMCA is rarely contested, but SOPA and PIPA are hot button 

issues in government.  It is a matter of the amount of rights the 

government gets for enforcement over the Internet.  The biggest issue 

that I see is for fans of certain franchises being confused for 

intellectual rights violators.  That is why I believe that under the Fair 

Use Rule in copyright law, fans should be able to promote a franchise 

within reason without retribution.  What a fan could not do with a 

franchise includes using the franchises’ main title names and imagery 

or sell merchandise and they must properly credit their sources.  

Another issue on the internet is how involved the government 

must be when curbing service provider’s desire for profit.  This desire 

includes choking bandwidth and creating tiered service packages in a 

manner unseen since the late 1990s.  With constant software updates, 

streaming video and video game multiplayer and downloadable 

content, returning to such limits on bandwidth or time usage would 

both be greatly profitable to service providers at first and quickly 

disastrous for most users.  But, this profitability would only be 

sustained for a short while as users would eventually disengage from 

the Internet and only those who can afford the costs would continue as 

the service providers continue to raise prices to keep up with the loss 

of users. 

To counteract the chances that service providers would switch to 

bandwidth or time limited tiered service packages, in 2010, the 

government proposed a national service plan that users could take 
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anywhere.  The exact details are unknown to me, but making such an 

offer has seemingly deterred the service providers from continuing 

with their tiered service packages plans. 

Israel 
 Prior to World War II, Israel (at the time it was known as 

Palestine) was home to thousands of Jews.  The Jews co-existed with 

the Arab Palestinian population with nary an issue.  Even though the 

Nazi occupation of Western Europe decimated the Jewish population, I 

believe that the League of Nations should not have interfered with 

Palestine.  While I can appreciate the sorrow felt for the Jewish people, 

no one has the right to go into another’s country and displace its law-

abiding citizens or government for any reason. 

If it was remotely possible to do so safely, Israel and Palestine 

should be rejoined, the Arab population be able to return to 

representation in the government and everyone live as one.  Sure, 

some governments will recognize this unified nation as Israel and 

others as Palestine, but what does it really matter when it comes to 

peace?  Arabs and Jews alike were thrust into a situation that a world 

government and some strong advocacy forced upon them.  It is time 

to move past it and into the future. 

Labor Unions 
Times have changed since the great industrial age where laws 

about employee rights were lax and there were no government 

mandated minimum wage or benefits.  Unionization has encouraged 

most businesses to become both fair and honest beyond that of which 

the government is capable.  Today, unions are most beneficial in two 

main scenarios.  The first is when there are a considerably large 

number of employees that perform essentially the same duties.  The 

second is when employees perform duties that can negatively impact 

their lives, be it general health concerns or safety issues.   

For example, consider automotive workers, construction workers 

and nursing staff.  Automotive workers typically work on assembly line 

side by side from one end of the factory to another, everyone doing 

similar work, often on a rotation.  Construction workers are 

specialized, but risk their lives climbing up ever higher building 

skeletons.  Nursing staff are around biohazards and infectious diseases 
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every day.  In each case, these individuals may need and/or desire 

that someone speak for their masses when it comes to improving the 

environment in which they work.  In addition, management may 

simply not want or cannot handle individual complaints and/or 

negotiations, thus the need for union representation arises. 

While I do feel that it is the right of all working individuals to 

unionize, unless there are harsher punishments for anti-union actions, 

I do not encourage those with employment in positions where there is 

no required education or specialization to unionize.  The employees will 

most likely suffer at the hands of employers and while the government 

may penalize the companies in question, the employees will most 

likely not be returned to a previously employed state.  On the other 

side of the issue, if under-educated and non-specialized working 

individuals were to unionize, it should only be done if the employees 

will earn either the same or more pay and benefits than they had prior 

to the unionization, after union fees are considered.  If outside forces 

can intervene without negatively impacting workers, let it be done. 

On the issue of Right to Work, I do believe that it is the 

individual worker’s right to decide if they wish to partake in an union, 

without being penalized as a result of their decision, such as the loss 

of their job.  That means if they do not wish to be part of a union, they 

may not receive any of the perks that are generally associated with 

being a member.  That will mean that they will not be paying any 

union dues and must bargain for their own pay and benefits directly 

from the employer. 

I have been told that such an arrangement disrupts an union’s 

ability to effectively operate and bargain for the collective good.  

Typically, a workplace that is unionized does so under an umbrella 

covering all employees.  Even if certain employees do not wish to be 

part of the union, they still pay dues and receive benefits.  I also 

understand that at some point if a majority of workers decide to opt 

out of a union, the union can either become decertified after the 

certification period of one year has passed or whenever the union 

contract expires, if there is one.  It is ultimately a matter of supply and 

demand.  Unions should only exist while there is demand for them. 



Last Updated: 3/15/2019 

19 
 

Union leaders should never earn more from operating a union 

than the highest paid union member.  Union leaders are supposed to 

protect the working man, not get rich off him.  He is supposed to 

represent the working man, not represent his own self-interests.  I 

was raised with the belief that a union leader was one of the guys who 

left the job because of injury or retirement.  Now he has the guys’ 

backs in other ways, making sure that they and their families are 

taken care of in good times and bad.  Not some guy looking to 

improve his own station in life. 

Marijuana* 
 Marijuana should be regulated and taxed like tobacco.  Even 

though I am allergic to both marijuana and tobacco, I would be remiss 

not to see the economic gains from regulating marijuana.  With the 

regulation come stricter laws on illegal growth and distribution of 

marijuana, just like what happened with tobacco. 

 Long-term exposure to tobacco damages a user’s throat and 

lungs.  Eventually users may develop severe diseases such as Cancer 

or chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD).  Marijuana can still 

damage a user’s throat and lungs to a lesser degree than tobacco, but 

some studies have shown that marijuana has long-term effects on the 

brain.  Reasons similar to these are why tobacco has such a high tax 

as a means to cover both preventative and reactive measures. 

National Defense 
 While I do believe that we should do anything that we can to 

counter terrorism, we must first place our nation’s own well-being 

above all others.  Our focus should be on maintaining an enduring 

peace.  The problem is that some countries do not respect peace 

unless it can be backed up with war, so we need strength.  President 

Theodore Roosevelt once said that we must, “speak softly and carry a 

big stick.”  It is sad that we must resort to such tactics, but it is the 

reality of international affairs if we wish to maintain and defend our 

freedoms. 

Privatization 
 I believe that there is enough demand in the marketplace for the 

government to privatize most utilities, prisons and schools.  There are 

currently a significant number of private utilities, prisons and schools 
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being subsidized by the government.  It has been shown that most 

privatized and subsidized entities are successful when it comes to cost 

effectiveness and quality. 

Pro-Choice Versus Pro-Life 
 I choose neither.  I am a man and it is not my place to tell any 

woman what she should do with her body.  It is entirely a woman’s 

decision if she wants to be either pro-choice or pro-life.  Although, I 

am a fan of prevention and believe that if a woman is not ready to be 

a mother, she should take every step possible to not get pregnant in 

the first place. 

If it was my partner and she decided to abort our healthy child 

within the timeframe permitted by law, I would most likely be 

incredibly upset.  Frankly, it would indicate that there was a problem 

within our relationship.  However, I would also hope that we as a 

couple would have had enough foresight to discuss reproduction before 

such a circumstance could occur. 

Prostitution* 
 We shall define prostitution as the act of paying or being paid for 

the performance of sexual acts.  Based on this definition, actors in 

professional pornography are engaging in prostitution.  The question 

is, if simply recording the act via a video camera or taking pictures 

makes it legal, why doesn’t those individuals labeled as prostitutes do 

that?  All prostitutes would need to do is get together, form a legal 

corporation, buy cameras, pay taxes and everything will be above 

board. 

My point is that the line is very blurry.  Of course, a number of 

people who visit a prostitute do not desire to be recorded on video nor 

have their pictures taken.  If a system was developed similar to the 

pornography industry where participants would be forced to wear 

protection and have frequent healthcare check-ups, there is a lot of 

potential for not just creating a new source of taxable revenue, but 

also prevent the spread of diseases and unexpected pregnancies.  

Please refer to Las Vegas, Nevada as a template. 

Religion 
This country was built on religious freedom.  In this intermix of 

cultures, if our government was based upon a single philosophy, it 
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would have a hard time appealing to the bulk of the masses.  That is 

the primary reason as to why we strive to be politically correct.  It is 

so that we can be all-inclusive.   

 The church and state needs to remain divided.  Too many 

governments in our history have suffered when a single philosophy 

was introduced to a previously non-secular government.  Now, I am 

not saying that individuals should not be permitted to act according to 

their beliefs, but they should not be forcing their beliefs upon others.  

One of the reasons as to why we vote is to avoid such issues. 

 For some insight, look up some information on apartheid and the 

National Socialist Party (Nazi). 

Reproductive Rights 
 I believe that the planet is overpopulated because there are still 

many individuals who are reproducing as if we still lived in an 

agricultural society.  This is partially attributed to biblical passages 

that encourage the bearing of as many children as possible.  Another 

reason is either the lack of much needed education, contraception or 

both.  Coincidently and typically, the more income an individual earns 

annually, the less offspring they produce.  However, there are 

obviously some exceptions. 

Since the 1920s, this planet’s population has more than tripled.  

Back in the 1990s, there was a public service message that told young 

adults to plan their families wisely and by not having any more than 

two or three children.  This allows individuals to replace their numbers 

in the gene pool while also making up for inevitable losses, such as 

those who are barren or die before reproducing.  Unless the goal is to 

raise a workforce for a large area of farmland, I believe that the 

suggested limitation is good advice. 

 We see it now and again in the media, men who have children 

that they had never planned or even knew about.  Know of a child’s 

existence or not, pending the results of a genetic test, women can 

request with the state that the father of the child pay child support.  

You would be surprised how many men find out this way that they 

have children.  Do not engage in unprotected sex unless you want to 

take the chance that it will turn into a pregnancy.  When it comes to 
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children, unless the woman can be found unfit, the father’s rights are 

limited and often time, they have no choice in the matter at all.  You 

cannot refuse to pay child support because you did not know there 

was a child. 

Responsibility 
 It is the responsibility of citizens to provide for their children, 

vote on candidates and issues in elections, abide the law and serve 

when called upon. 

Same-Sex Marriage 
 My understanding of the same-sex debate is twofold.  One, 

someone said that somewhere it is documented that marriage is only 

between a man and a woman.  Two, someone said that somewhere it 

is documented that it is naughty for two people of the same sex to be 

a couple.  What I know for sure is that the Bible says that sodomy is 

forbidden.  Thus, one can attribute it to mean that homosexual 

relationships are prohibited in the Bible, including marriage between 

same-sex partners.  It is probably safe to assume that this is what 

people mean when they said that it is documented somewhere. 

As far as my view is concerned, there is an old joke that says 

that homosexuals should have the same right as the rest of us to be 

married and just as miserable.  I believe that what people do behind 

their own closed doors is their own business, as long as what they do 

does not negatively impact anyone else.  The choice of using the word 

marriage or not in defining a same-sex partnership on the same level 

as heterosexual marriage does not matter to me as long as everyone 

is treated the same when they share similar circumstances. 

Separation of Church & State 
 The separation of church and state is necessary to be all-

inclusive.  However, if city hall is going to use taxpayer money to put 

up a Christmas tree, then they should also be open to either placing or 

allowing other religions to display similar holiday items. 

Social Security 
 If someone has paid into the system, they should receive that in 

which they have paid, adjusted for inflation, upon retirement.  

Although, I would not discourage anyone from a retirement savings 

backup plan as Social Security may not last much longer.  At this point 



Last Updated: 3/15/2019 

23 
 

in the game, it may probably be best to privatize at least a part of 

Social Security. 

 I have been told that the act of privatizing Social Security has 

with it a stigma that seemingly penalizes the least wealthy amongst 

us.  Based upon what I have in mind, I am not exactly sure how.  The 

way that Social Security currently works, employers withhold payroll 

taxes for each employee as required under the law.  That money and 

the additional taxes that the employer must pay then end up in a 

number of different pools.  After a worker has earned the necessary 

work credits and have decided to retire, they would then receive what 

they have paid into the system, adjusted for inflation. 

According to the Social Security Administration, the Social 

Security program ran at a deficit in 2012.  Those who retire after the 

year 2000 will now receive less than what they have paid into the 

system.  However, one must consider that the value of the services 

being provided without any adjustments for inflation.  But, it does not 

have to be done this way. 

I believe that instead of simply taking in funds and distributing 

them, we make our money work for us.  This is the point in which the 

privatization bit occurs, but I am of two minds on exactly how.  The 

first idea is that we give workers the option to have their retirement 

funds invested.  The second idea is that we treat the funds more like 

deposits in a bank by loaning out the funds.  Both ideas come with a 

minor risk and return on investment.  The point is that anyone who 

would be interested could partake and hopefully help the Social 

Security program to operate with a surplus.  We may never know 

when we may need the extra funds, much like how we could use them 

now with the growing retirement of the baby-boomers. 

When we think of Social Security, we generally associate it with 

being the money that is paid at retirement, but Social Security has a 

lot more to it.  Social Security also includes Medicare, insurance for the 

disabled, retirees, survivors of beneficiaries and the unemployed, 

veteran’s benefits, food assistance programs and more.  While my 

previous comments focus specifically on retirement benefits, as it 

represents approximately 70 percent of all Social Security, I would 
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also not discourage anyone from obtaining additional forms of 

insurance that will cover whatever unexpected needs that may arise. 

Social Tolerance 
 I believe that favoritism and discrimination is an unfair practice 

on most levels.  The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and later amendments 

explicitly prohibits discrimination based on race, ethnicity, class, 

gender, gender/transgender identity, sexual orientation, disability and 

age.  The reason that I say “on most levels” is because the law allows 

some wiggle room in cases where even if reasonable accommodations 

were made, such as those with disabilities or of a certain age, those 

not capable of performing their duties within the scope of employment 

could be discriminated against.  There are also some cultural and 

religious exceptions. 

State versus Federal 
 I believe that the states should know best what is good for their 

citizens on most levels.  Be it on fiscal or social issues, the state 

should be the decider.  Where the federal government should come in 

is when there are matters of interstate and foreign affairs. 

Taxation 
 Taxes should pay for exactly what the government needs to 

operate with a small amount set aside as insurance in case additional 

funds are needed in an emergency.  There are a lot of theories on 

determining the appropriate level of taxation and who should be taxed 

more than someone else.  I believe that in certain circumstances, 

policies need to be changed accordingly. 

In a good economy, tax everyone the same.  In a bad economy, 

tax the wealthy a little bit more and/or reduce the taxes for the middle 

class.  In case anyone was wondering, poor people rarely pay taxes.  

Now, keep in mind that I only suggest taxing the wealthy more or 

reducing taxation on the middle class in cases where adjusting the 

money supply and interest rates do not produce the desired fiscal 

results to return the economy to a good economic standing.  What I 

consider to be a good economic standing is five percent unemployment 

and a flourishing consumer market. 

It all boils down to what is perceived to be fair.  Not everyone 

sees what is fair in the same way.  I feel that we should not punish 
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people for being successful, nor should we punish those who cannot 

afford to pay taxes.  Both deter confidence in the government and 

economic growth. 

Term Limits 
 The reason that we have elections is to give citizens a chance to 

change the direction that the country is being steered towards.  

Without the ability to change who holds office, this country would be 

continually stuck in the same ruts.  The problem is that the political 

parties have a lot of influence on who stays or does not stay in office 

from term to term.  Too many people rely specifically upon the 

influence of the political party that they are a part without giving any 

thought as to if the person holding office is actually beneficially serving 

them.  Over time, elected officials may become either complacent, 

corrupt or accrue so much influence that they unfairly influence other 

processes, including elections.  We definitely should not allow those 

things to occur. 

 We need to end the ability for anyone to hold the same elected 

office more than two terms or eight years, whichever comes last.  Of 

course there are some elected offices that have odd numbered terms.  

If a politician is elected to a third term and year three would be their 

ninth year, they would finish out their term, unable to run for that 

position again.  If a politician wishes to remain an elected official after 

a term limit is reached in their current position, they may always 

campaign to hold another elected position.  The plus side is that term 

limits encourage successful politicians to climb the positional ladder 

and allows up and coming politicians a chance to hold lower offices, 

thus reducing political stagnancy. 

 Some people will argue that by placing term limits we are forcing 

successful politicians out of office.  This may be true, but the goal is to 

better benefit the citizenry as a whole over time, not the politicians or 

their political party.  However, if the politician is as successful as it 

believed, then they should not have much difficulty campaigning and 

being elected to another office. 

Territories 
 The United States has a number of territories that it has won 

through war, peace time purchases and treaties.  These territories 
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receive many of the perks of being a part of the nation, but do not pay 

their fair share in taxes.  It is time to find a way to incorporate these 

territories into the nation.  In exchange, they get full statehood rights, 

representation and the nation gets paid for its efforts.  I am also in 

favor of the establishment of the state of New Columbia (Washington 

D.C.). 

Terrorism 
 I have two views on terrorism.  The first view is about entities 

separate from any recognized world government.  Those that are not 

associated with any recognized world government rarely allow for 

diplomatic bargaining.  In some cases they just want us or our allies 

dead.  Sometimes a nation needs to take negative actions again 

terrorists.  Use diplomatic and/or economic means to convince the 

host nation to take action on our behalf.  If that option is not viable, 

get permission from the host nation, go in and eliminate the threat.  If 

that option is not viable, get backing from world governments and 

strike.  If that option is not viable, strike without the backing of any 

world governments. 

 The second view is about recognized world governments.  Try to 

be preemptive in preventing terrorism in the first place with other 

world governments.  If diplomatic and economic means fail, and an act 

of terrorism is the result, get backing from world governments and 

invade.  If that option is not viable, invade without the backing of any 

world governments.  The ultimate end result would require having a 

new government leadership in order to take over once the old 

government is removed.  Once that is done, leave the nation and let 

them run their government how they want.  We should not be forcing 

democracy on countries who do not want it. 

 In the end, our approach should be as long as they leave us and 

our allies alone, we will leave them alone. 

Veterans’ Affairs 
 They fight hard to protect our country and they should be 

rewarded for doing so.  If this means supporting them because they 

came home with a disability or helping them find employment, it 

should be done. 

Video Games & Violence 
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 Since the release of the original Mortal Kombat in 1992, research 

has been conducted attempting to relate video games with violence.  

Every single time that there is a video game released that is 

considered to be ultra-violent and a subsequent violent attack occurs, 

anti-violence advocates attack video games as the main cause because 

most of the time the only commonality between assailants is that they 

had played video games. 

The fact is, more than half of the people in our nation play video 

games and only 25 percent of those people play violent video games.  

Shortly after Mortal Kombat was released, video games began to be 

rated based on content and most companies would not sell violent 

video games to children.  However, in many cases, parents would still 

purchase those video games for their underage children. 

Most of the violent attacks that have been associated with video 

games as a commonality can be attributed to individuals who were 

underage or suffered with a history of mental disorders.  They simply 

could not rationalize the video games’ content, thus allowing for a 

psychic break from reality.  Most research that has been conducted 

has shown that mentally capable individuals who have played either 

fast-paced or violent video games did experience slightly elevated 

levels of aggression and a small increase in adrenaline production.  

However, all levels returned to normal levels quickly as video game 

players completed whatever in-game task bothered them.  The short 

of it is that there is no statistical proof that video games cause violent 

behavior amongst the mentally competent. 

Parents need to be responsible for the content that they provide 

to their children and not blame third parties for their bad decisions.  As 

far as those with mental disorders and video games, sometime you 

never know if someone has a mental disorder until after the fact and 

even if there was advanced knowledge, due to privacy laws, stores do 

not have the knowledge in advance of making video game sales. 

Welfare 
 As I have been on welfare a few times in my life, it has saved 

my family and me from living on the streets.  Welfare should never be 

the means in which someone relies for their entire life.  It should 

simply be a means to assist short-term survival until a better 
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economic situation arises.  Frankly, no one should be awarded so 

much welfare that they are able to live on it indefinitely.  The 

exception to this belief is when someone is receiving disability, 

survivor, retirement or veterans’ benefits.  We should not take away 

anyone’s benefits, unless they purposely forced their circumstances so 

that they may receive benefits. 

Coalition for Hispanic/Latino Issues & Progress : Candidate Questions 
 On April 10, 2013, the C.H.I.P. held a political roundtable for 

Lorain county primary candidates with opponents.  The following will 

be all of the questions asked and my responses as related to the City 

of Lorain, OH.  I did edit these questions slightly for grammatical 

reasons. 

1. Is the current administration going in the right direction for the 

future of the city? 

a. If it is, they are not really promoting it as well as they can.  I 

have noticed that the downtown area is looking better than it 

has in years, as does the lake and river front.  In an economy 

where money is tight, improvements that are made take time 

before they stand out as they are done incrementally. 

2. What do you see as the next major step for the improvement of the 

downtown area? 

a. The Lorain Arts Council is trying to produce a mural that lines 

the walls of the downtown businesses along the Black River 

Walk.  I am told that such endeavors in other cities bring in 

tourism.  We should also look into a block party or fair. 

3. Should the city have a Cultural Affairs office? 

a. No, they should have a cultural affairs committee.  Creating 

an office means more costs for the taxpayer, a committee 

would be voluntary.  We are the International City, so we 

should try our best to accommodate all cultures. 

4. Where do you see the city’s best growth potential coming from? 

a. The lake and river.  People come from miles away to utilize 

our waterways and we need to exploit these resources in the 

most fiscally profitable way while managing not to badly 

impact our environment. 

b. Back in Olejko and Koziura’s days as mayor, there was talk of 

a casino being placed across from the city hall on the mouth 
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of the Black River.  A casino would bring much tax revenue 

and jobs to our city.  The stigma of crime and prostitution 

appearing around casinos is no longer accurate. 

c. We should encourage citizens of potential small businesses to 

take a chance on their dreams by offering no to low-cost 

means of opening shop for a limited time to determine their 

market feasibility without major financial risk. 

5. What is the difference between a ward council person’s job 

description and that of At-Large? 

a. A ward councilperson focuses primarily on the needs of those 

living and working within their ward.  A council-at-large 

member focuses on the needs of those living and working in 

the entire city while bridging the gaps between ward 

councilpersons and other government officials. 

6. What do you think of the tourism industry in the city? 

a. Tourism in Lorain is primarily focused on our waterways.  For 

approximately half of the year, we have beachgoers, 

fisherman and boat enthusiasts.  It is also the time of year 

that most of our major community events occur.  We accept 

that since we live in Lorain, the other half of our year is cold.  

Maybe we should be exploiting the cold weather as well? 

b. Casino, fair, amusement park, etc… 

7. Are you aware that the Bureau of Motor Vehicles granting of drivers 

licenses to immigrants who provide the appropriate documents? 

a. As long as they are legally documented, allow them to drive 

to school, work and spend money.  After all, they are paying 

taxes and patronizing local businesses along the way. 

8. Would you support the efforts of an organization like El Centro in 

executing their goals in our community? 

a. I already do and have for years.  Back in 1997, El Centro 

even supported me when I ran for Lorain Ward 6 Council. 

9. Do you believe that Latinos are adequately represented in our city, 

given the population of Latinos? 

a. According to the 2010 U.S. Census, approximately 25 percent 

of Lorain’s citizens are Hispanic or Latino.  If we check the 

cultural make-up of the currently seated City Council, there 

are 13 members.  There are two Hispanic men in city 
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council…  Hispanics would need three Hispanic individuals in 

council to be adequately represented. 

b. We should take the initiative to encourage a more culturally 

representative group of people to get involved in government. 

10. Currently, there are two cases pending before the U.S. Supreme 

Court regarding Affirmative Action.  It is entirely possible that the 

court will abolish the use of affirmative action in college admissions 

and hiring.  What are your thoughts on that possibility? 

a. I believe that your own capabilities should determine your 

success.  When Affirmative Action was created, it was a 

means to reverse discrimination and is not really needed in 

that way anymore.  If instead, Affirmative Action should 

consider issues other than cultural or racial factors to assist 

those in need, such as fiscal.  However, I also believe that 

education and work should be available fairly to all and in 

certain scenarios, should reflect the community that an entity 

serves.  These scenarios include certain boards, committees, 

non-elected government offices, unions, juries, etc…   

11. Currently, the governor and the legislature are writing the state 

budget for the next two years.  Given that there are no planned 

increases for local entities, how will the city deal with the need for 

increased revenue? 

a. We need to use technology to our advantage.  We should 

eliminate as much physical resource usage as we can and 

focus on turning over whatever processes that we can to the 

Internet in a manner that is cost-effective, user-friendly and 

secure. 

12. At one time, many counties and municipalities operated 

ambulance service and trash collection.  Some have since turned 

these over to private companies.  Can you think of current services 

performed by the city that could perhaps be turned over to the 

private sector at a savings to taxpayers? 

a. Allied Waste manages our trash and Life Care manages our 

ambulances.  I remember a case where there was a 

redundancy in the privatization of ambulance services.  If I 

remember correctly, there was at least one occasion where 

multiple ambulances were called to a site when only one was 

needed, both from different companies.  The company whose 
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ambulance was not utilized for the voyage to the hospital still 

billed the caller for simply driving to the site.  The point is, 

when we privatize anything, we need to make sure to do it in 

such a way to eliminate redundancy. 

b. As far as specific services…  Infrastructure, such as water, 

sewage and streets, need to remain under government 

control as they are far too important to trust to any entity 

where they primary interest is financial in nature.  Perhaps 

public lawn care, snow removal and other forms of seasonal 

maintenance can be privatized? 

13. Given the reduction in state assistance, what cost-saving ideas 

can you offer?  Does the city currently have a cost-savings plan 

that involved city employees or citizens? 

a. Utilize technology, positively exploit our resources and 

encourage spending locally. 

b. I am not aware of any cost-saving plans that the city has 

involving either city employees or citizens. 

14. What are the top three issues for your ward?  What is your plan 

to resolve these issues? 

a. Vacant Storefronts – There are a number of well-maintained 

and vacant storefronts just waiting to be utilized.  We need to 

create an initiative to encourage storefront owners to enter a 

short-term, no-rent contract with small business owners as a 

means to not just encourage new business, but base it upon 

success, establishing new businesses in the long-term at 

reasonable costs.  On the other hand, there are a number of 

dilapidated storefronts.  The city should cite the owners to 

either repair the blight or sell the storefront at the market 

price of the land or to the city for a dollar as they obviously 

do not care about it. 

b. Vacant Homes – When people sell their homes, they 

sometimes initially attach a sentimental price to a home.  

Once reality has set in, the set the price at a more 

marketable value.  The problem is that Lorain does not have 

enough jobs to support the homes that it has.  Encouraging 

small business growth can eventually lead to more home 

sales.  For those homes that are blighted, sell them for the 

market price of land or to the city for a dollar, else be cited. 
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c. Potholes – Whatever is being done seems to be a short-term 

fix.  A large pothole in front of my home was patched up a 

month ago and it is already open again.  Potholes cost people 

money as they cause vehicle damage.  Use of the more 

expensive, longer-life materials to fill a pothole seems like a 

wise investment at this point. 

15. What are the top three issues for your city?  What is your plan to 

resolve these issues? 

a. Refer to question 14.  They are consistent issues city-wide. 

16. How can you help your community clean up its ward? 

a. There are a number of non-profit groups in Lorain that have 

various purposes, but the one thing that they usually have in 

common is graffiti removal and neighborhood clean-up.  

Maybe it is time to organize these groups in such a way that 

it is similar to “Adapt-A-Highway.”  Each group would be 

responsible for a specific area of Lorain and perhaps they will 

receive an award or sign indicating their commitment. 

b. Another thought is to create community service projects and 

internships. 

17. How would you rate your streets and the streets of your city, 

and are there plans for repairs? 

a. From One to 10, 10 being awesome…  Five.  Downtown 

Lorain’s streets are nice, particularly down Broadway Avenue 

north of Tenth Street.  I live in South Lorain…  Many of our 

streets are in need of repair, especially East 31st Street. 

b. As far as plans for repair, I would not know that. 

18. What would you suggest be done with all of the empty and 

abandoned houses? 

a. Refer to question 14. 

19. Can you come up with an idea for the empty business buildings? 

a. Refer to question 14. 

20. What is the best attraction in your ward and how can we 

promote it? 

a. South Lorain has two attractions.  The first is Oakwood Park 

and the second is Days’ Dam.  Since Days’ Dam is run by the 

county, let us focus on Oakwood Park.  Back in 1986, Mayor 

Olejko brought attention to Oakwood Park.  Back then it was 

heavily vandalized and left in disrepair.  After he made a few 
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appearances, the park was cleaned up, a wider sidewalk was 

added, more trees were planted and other asthenic 

improvements were made.  Perhaps we should consider 

bringing to the park events that will encourage outside 

interest, such as a haunted park, fairs, alternative sports, 

safe camping and car shows. 

21. Are there any additional ways for the courts to make more 

money, economize, and be more user-friendly for the citizens? 

a. As I have said before, utilize technology to its fullest.  Every 

branch of government can benefit from reducing resource 

usage by providing a cost-effective, user-friendly and secure 

means to conduct business via the Internet. 

Sources 
 As far as source information is concerned, it is worth checking 

out the Bible, CNN, the Discovery Channel, History Channel, the 

Military Channel, the Science Channel, the Weather Channel, highly 

educated colleagues and friends as well as the news, both network and 

cable.  I am intelligent enough to take everything that I have learned 

and create a centrist view.  For example, if Fox says something takes 

10 years and MSNBC says five years, I calculate seven and a half 

years.  Other than those two networks, I find most of the other 

networks to be similar on what they present as facts. 

 Other sources include the Entertainment Consumers Association, 

Lorain County Democratic Party, the national Modern Whig Party and 

the Republican National Committee. 

Disclaimer 
 By reading this document, it is to be known that I am open to 

changing my opinion on any of these issues as new credible 

information arises.  Credibility requires that more than two sources 

have provided the same information to support some data.  Are there 

exceptions to any of my opinions?  Sure, depending upon the 

situation, criminals and the mentally incompetent need not apply.  For 

example, either should probably not be permitted to adopt. 

Everyone has the right to either like or dislike what I have 

written and in politics, everyone cannot be pleased all of the time.  I 

provide this information to you as a means of transparency.  I would 
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never want to be placed into a position where some day there were 

complaints that no one knew my position on an issue when they 

selected me. 

In the end, you may decide to vote for me or not.  I simply 

desire to educate and allow voters to make informed decisions on their 

own without the filters that the political process seems to create.  Do 

not let blind political loyalty dictate how you should vote.  Do better 

than what your party expects of you.  Educate yourselves and make a 

decision that truly makes you proud. 


